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withoutc the citie, the Amaurotians have inclosed the head springe of
it, with stronge fences and bulwarks, and so have joyned it to the
citie.
Tills is done to the intente that the water shoulde not be stopped,
nor turned away, or poysoned, if their enemies should chaunce to
come upon. them. From thence the water is derived and conveied
downe in cannels of bricke divers wayes into the lower partes of the
citie. Where that cannot be done, by reason that the place wyll not
suffer it, there they gather the raine water in great cisternes, whiche
cloeth them as good service. The citie is compassed aboute with a
heighe and thicke stone walle full of turrettes and bulwarks. A drie
diche, but deape, and brode, and overgrowen with bushes, briers, and
thornes, goeth aboiate thre sides or quarter of the city. To the
fourth side the river it selfe serveth for a ditche. The stretes be
appointed and set furth very commodious and handsome, both for
carriage, and also againste the windes. The houses be of faire and
gorglous building, and on the strete side they stande joyned together
in a long rowe through the whole streate without any partition or
separation. The stretes be twentie foote brode. On the backe side
of the houses through the whole length of the streete, lye large
gardens inclosed rounde aboute wyth the backe part of the streetes.
Everye house hathe two doores, one into the streete, and a posterne
doore on the backs3rde into the garden.
The doores be made with two leaves, never locked nor bolted, so
easie to be opened, that they wil followe the least drawing of a
fynger* and shutte againe alone. Whoso will, may go in, for there
is nothinge within the houses that is private, or anie mans owne.
And every tenth yeare they chaunge their houses by lot. They set
great store by their gardeins. In them they have vineyards, all
manar of finite, herbes, and flowers, so pleasaunt, so well furnished,
and so fynely kept, that I never sawe thynge more frutefull, nor
better trimmed in anye place. Their studie and deligence herin
commeth not onely of pleasure, but also of a certain strife and con-
tention that is betwene strete and strete, concerning the trimming,
husbanding", and furnisshing of their gardens: everye man for his
owne part,
And vereyle you shall not lightelye finde in all the citie anye
thinge, that is more commodious, eyther for the profite of the
Citizens, or for pleasure. And therfore it maye seme that the first
founder of the citie mynded nothing so much, as these gardens. For
they saye that kinge Utopus him selfe, even at the first beginning
appointed, and drewe furth the platte fourme of the citie into this
fashion and figure that it hath nowe, but the gallant garnishinge, and
the beautiful settinge furth of it, wherunto he sawe that one mannes
age would not suffice: that he left to his posteritie. For their